S = WY IR LY T NRDL [ | //ﬁ//r}yfy/pa’o
sl e 14:48 WILEY: REIN & FIELDING . 023

_ FEDERAY, CONNUNYCATTONS COMMISSION
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\id GO I RERLY Ik vo;
ZJI\!G I3 Uz 8920
Richard 0, Bodorft, Esq, .
Wlley, Rein ¢ Flelding -
1776 K Street, N.W, '

Washingten, D.C. 20006

In re: Minnesota Public Radio

8 for Walver of 47 C.F.R
§ 73,112%
Dear Mr, Bodorff: . '

™is letter responds to two sCparate requests, filed on behalf of your client,
Minnesota Public Radio ("MPR") for wai

_ . Ver of the Commission’s “main studio”
rule. walver would permit several Mer affilistes to

operate as “satellites" of
Stationsg KNCW-FN, st Pauyl, Minnesota, and/oc K53 ‘ Mimaapolis, Minnesota.
Both requests were filed on August 30, 1991, . '

8iXx stationg in Minnesota Iows, and

0.l MR seeks to operate each of these stations as a satellite of KNOW-R

or KSUN (Fv) SUport of the waiver 8t, you te that: (1) MpR
provides p its 19 operating

T ther KNOW-FM or KSON(EM), or both<;
(111) while MR opérates “the largest news organizati A
. the midwest" and maintains 8 travelling radi

indicate that MPR hag installed a toll-fres telephone line from each arfecteq
service area to tlie operating MR studics, You also note that MPR stations
maintain a reglonay &ivisory council to provide imput to MpR managenent on
brogramming of interest tvo residents throughour MPR'S service area, and that a
resident of each service area hsre will participate _
Additionally, you note that MPR has an existing relationship with each
comunity of licenss involved hare through

solicits comments Lrom its programing  and  stapion
operation. Finally, vou state that MR employs a full-tims “issue advisor® to
Serve as llaison betwsen service area vesidents and MPR progr

1 The stations are: (1) XRSU- : laton Minnasota; (14) XONEM), Thier
River Falls, Minnesota; (i14) anknﬁ, V:Ifrginia y

+ Minnesota; (iv)
KLCD (F) , Decorah, Iowa; (v} KWLM, Thief River Fally, Minne
KETN(FM), Sun Valley, Idaho.

These last two are as yet wbuilt. construction
Permite, @ '

2 XRSU, WIRR, and KLCD now receive approximately 80% of their programming
through KSIN and 20% rom KN, : '

3 see meum, 6 FCC Rodt 3615 (1991),
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MPR Public Files
Station KVVL is now known as KNTN; KFTN is now KWRV.
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Th.e second request seeks Comdssion consent to operate MPR's as yet unbuilt

station in Decorah, Iowa (File No. BPED-500120MI) as & satellite of KNOW-FY,
positing identical reasons in support of the waiver.

Section 73,1125 of the Commission’s Rules, as revised by the Report and Order

in M4 Docket No. 86-406, 2 FOC -Red 3215 (1987), recopeideration and
claritication granted Jin part, 3 FOC Red S024 (1988), requires a broadcast
station to maintain its main studio in its city of license except “when good
cause exists for locating the main studio cutside the principal community to be

served and {when cdoing) so would be consistent with operation of the station In
the public interest," The

purpose of the rule, as explained in BM_Stadio
tioveg, 27 FCC 2d 851, 852 (1971),

iz "to meke Dbroadcast stations readily
accessible to the people in the communities which they are primarily licensed

to serve." Seo alsg Multiple Ovmership Rules; 3 RR 2d 1554, 1562 (1964). while
satellite stations such as those proposed here are not contemplated by the FM

Rules, such situactions can be analogized to situvations involving television
satellites where main studio rules have been valved.

Despite walver of the main studio rules in t.h_ese instances, the primary
obligation of any broadcast licensee, including those of satellite stations is
Lo serve the problems, needs and interest of the commnity to which it is
licensed. The Commiszsion has never “indlcated, directly or indirectly, thac

licenses were granted to state educational networks for the purpose of
providing statewids service and not local service,“

Georgia State Domxd of
Education, 70 FCC 2d 948, 956 (1978). As such, local needs can and should be

met by this applicant, It is true that, in the past, the Comission has
recognized the econcmic benefits of centralized operations for noncommercial
educational gtations, like the situation presented here. Sse Memoransgum Coinion
and Order, 3 FCC Red at 5027, Because of the limited funding availsble to
these stations, we granted walvers to state and reglonal public television and
radio networks to cperate "satelllte! stations that do not necessarily meet the
main studio requirements, See Nebraska Educationa) Television Commission, 4 RR
2d 771 (1965). As has been stated, however these stations, have not been
permitrted to ignore local service obligations, See Georgia State Board of
Educacion, 70 FCC 2d at 9%6, Walvers ganerally have been granted only upon a

showing that the local commmnity would be served..,[and] such stations will be
subject to the local/toll frea telephone num‘oer requirement.." Memorandum
Cpinion and Order, 3 FCC Rod at 5027. Se2 also 47 C.F.R, Section 73.1125(c),

We believe that you have camonstrated that waiver of the main studio rule in
the clrcumstances presented here would serve the public interest, convenience,

and necessity, .MPR has clearly demonstrated that it will remain in touch with
the needs and interests of the residents of each affected cammnity here, and

the toll-freo velephons line will facilitate communication with MPR'S
central programmers. Accordingly, the requested waivers ARE GRANIED for each
station listed abova.

These actions are taken pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 0.283,

Sincergly,
+ Chief
o Se i s Division
Madia Bureau




